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ABSTRACT

SEATO Medic Study No. 27 Studies on The Snails of Th~iland

Project No. 3A 025601 P. 811 Miii t8.ry ~ledical P,ese2rch Program
S. E. Asia

Task 01: lli Ii tary ~~dical P.esearch Program
S. E. Asia

Subtasl{ 01: Mi J.itary Medical F.eseQrch Program
SEl.SL-. (Thailand)

~eporting Installation: US Army-SEATO ~"edical R.esearch Laboratory,
APO 146 San FrancisC9; California.

Division of ~~dical Research Laboratories

Department of t'~dical Zoology

19641 April 1963 to 31 MarchPeriod Covered by Report:

Dr. Rolf A. 1'1. BrandtPrincipal Investigator:

t.r. Suchart P,~riyanond,
Y)B.jox:.Pa~e E. Wykoff,.MSC

Associate Investigators:

MEDDH-288Reports Control Syrilbol:

UNClASSIFIEDSecurity Classification:

ftolf A. M. Brandt, M.D., is associated t.7ith the SEATO 11edical Research
Laboratory through an l~rmy Me,jical R&D Grant Given to the University of Medical
Sciences, by which his services as a redical malacolagist are contracted for a
period of three years. During the past year he made a survey of the Kingdom
to study the distribution and prevalence of fresh water snails. Special empha-
sis is now being given to the study of snails which ~y act as intermediate
hosts of human trematode infections.
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An Army Medical R&D Grant given to the University of Medical
Sciences, Thailand, provides for the services of Rolf Brandt, ~i. D., for a
period of three years as a medical malacologist. The objectives of the Grant
are to make a survey of the snails of the Kingdom; to initiate studies to
determine which species of snails may be intermediate hosts of the human tre-
matode infections in this country, and to provide training in ~Alacology to
Thai students.

DcescEiPtion: Dr Brandt has collected and identified snails from over 200 areas
throughout Thailand. These sitea range from the minor tributaries of the
~~enam Fattani Gou.th of Bannang Sata on the Thai-~~laysia border, to Phuket
on the southwest coast, to Mae Sot on the central Thai-Burma border, to areas
on the Thai-Lao and Thai-Cambodia borders. Srails are colJ_ected and identified.
They then become part of Thailand's first major museum collection which is
being organized and arranged by Dr Brandt. Tw~ students are presently studying
under his direction. Both are candidates for the ~l.Sc degree. One is working
on the fresh-water snails of Thaiiand while the other is studying the bivalves.
Six species of snails, not previously reported from the country, have been
found. At least one entirerly ne~~ genus has been described. Dr Brandt has
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Progress: Dr. Brandt is completing his survey of the Kingdom and toward the
end of 1964 he will begin a monograph on the fresh water eastropods of Thailand.
The Gtudies on the snail intermediate h?sts of Paragonimus and S~histosoma
will continue until at least June of 1965. The two Thai students have shown
themselves to be alert, and they will in turn be able to teach other Thais
after Dr Brandt has left the country. Tran?portation to the remote areas has
remained a critical ~roblem. Dr Brandt is often required to use river craft
and 1=<;> go by foot for long distances.~

Su~~ary: Dr. Brandt is preparingThauan~~ first malacological museum. He has
carri~d out a survey of the Kingdom and is now attempting to discover the
snail interrnedfe.te hosts of Paragonimus and ~chistosomiasis in Thailand.

Conclusion: Thailand is in need of trained rnalacolo2ists. The t~~o students
now being trained by Dr. Brandt will constitute a nuc1.eus for training of
other Thais. A reasonably adequate museum of malacology will be left byDr. 

Brandt when his R&D Grandt exp~res.
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